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Former Troy University Football Player Alleges Homophobic Abuse, Sexual Assault in Lawsuit 
Against Ex-Teammate, Coaches 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - John Haynes, a former Troy University football student athlete who was allegedly abused and 

sexually harassed by ex-teammate Jack Dawson, has retained Cory Watson Attorneys — a nationally distinguished 

personal injury firm — and filed a lawsuit against Dawson along with three Troy football coaches. 

 

While a freshman, Haynes alleges he endured serious forms of verbal and physical harassment by Dawson, including 

homophobic slurs and physical violence that continued throughout the 2020 football season. 

 

Haynes alleges he made higher-ups aware of the abuse he was constantly receiving, but their response left him 

feeling even more isolated. Those who he confided in included Troy University football coaches Brian Blackmon, 

Jamaal Smith, and Dayne Brown. 

 

“Troy University football coaches were made aware of these serious accusations at the time, and they responded in a 

completely inappropriate and ineffective manner that did nothing to protect him from physical and verbal abuse,” 

Cory Watson attorney Curt Tanner said. 

 

In response, Cory Watson Attorneys has filed a lawsuit (Case 2:22-cv-00431 filed to Judge Myron H. Thompson in the 

United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama) on behalf of Haynes and are currently waiting for all 

defendants to respond to the allegations. 

 

The lawsuit filed by Cory Watson alleges that John Haynes trusted his coaches to properly respond, notify authority 

figures, and defend him, but Troy University football coaches failed to do so. 

 

“We believe this lawsuit will have a profound impact on people in college athletics—and anyone who reads about 

it—to take harassment and assault seriously and to support those who are wronged,” Cory Watson attorney Adam 

Pittman said. 

 

Currently, Cory Watson is focusing on the support and well-being of John Haynes, and our legal team is providing all 

available resources and legal avenues to John Haynes as this lawsuit unfolds.

http://www.corywatson.com


 

 

 

About Cory Watson Attorneys 

Cory Watson Attorneys is a nationally recognized personal injury law firm with offices in Birmingham, Alabama 

as well as Memphis, and Nashville, Tennessee. The firm has recovered more than $3 billion for clients across 

the country. Cory Watson Attorneys are frequently at the forefront of major class actions and multidistrict 

litigations involving product liability related to serious injuries from defective products, and are often appointed 

to leadership positions in national cases. Firm practice areas include Personal Injury, Product Liability, Class 

Action, Asbestos, Business & Commercial Litigation, Dangerous Pharmaceuticals, Defective Medical Devices, 

and Environmental/Toxic Torts. To learn more, visit CoryWatson.com. 

*Case descriptions, recoveries and testimonials presented here are not an indication of future results. Every case is different and must be evaluated on 

its own facts and circumstances as they apply to the law. Litigation outcome and valuation depend on many factors including jurisdiction, venue, 

witnesses, parties, testimony and documentary evidence. Furthermore, No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is 

greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.  
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